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SUMMARY 
Special Articles 


Receipts of Fishery Products at New York, 1941,--Dealers in the New York wholesale salt- 
water market in the Fulton Market area tallied in 237,051,000 pounds of fishery products 
last year--topping 1940 by only 1 percent, April was the best month; February, poorest, 
A monthly index of greatest abundance of receipts is included with the summary, 





Review of the 1941 Season at Seattle,--New production records plus favorable marketing 
conditions mede '4] "one of the most prosperous years to date for nearly all members of the 
industry" at Seattle, Columbia River salmon pack, for example, was third highest in 40 years, 
Data on the soupfin shark fishery and the cooperative marketing of the halibut fleet fish 


livers round out the report, 








Notes on the Menhaden Fleet,--Ranking secondin volume, this 150-year old fishery brought 
in over two million dollars to its fishermen in 1940. Among the vessels still steadily at 
work in it are many built before the turn of the century--the dean of them an oldster of 


66 years! 








Recent W, P, B, Orders,--A brief analysis of Orders affecting the fisheries industries, 
Fishery History Repeated,--War stimulus in 1917-18 caused tremendous gains in fisheries 


catches, Using "previous 5-year average" as a yardstick, figures show similar gains in 
} 


1940-41. 








Fresh Fish 


During the week ended June 13, the all-commodity index for nearly 900 series declined 
0.3 percent, to 98.4 percent of the 1926 average, 


April truck shipments noted at Jacksonville (Fla,) were 1,754,000 pounds--800,000 under 
' : same: Boston's May volume (24,981,000 pounds) decreased almost 2g million pounds 


ed 18 percent (6,1 to 4.9 million pounds) between March and April, then 4 percent more 
May; Seattle's landings by the halibut fleet in April decreased over 1g million pounds 
om March, 


The three-port landings (Portland, Me,; Boston and Gloucester, Mass,) of 39,925,000 
pounds for April were over three million pounds heavier than for last month but, at a weighted 
average price of $4.25, worth 72 cents per hundredweight less to fishermen, 


Frozen Fish 


Domestic cold-storage holdings on May of 54,255,000 pounds, 15 were 30 and 37 percent 
wk respectively, than for the same date in 1941, and for the 5-year average; freezings, 
arably were 14, and 4, percent greater, amounting to 21,496,000 pounds, Large gains were 

orted in holdings of shrimp and croakers, among other items; freezings of rosefish, haddock 
nd cod fillets, halibut, and croakers accounted for over half that total, 
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Canned Fish 


Canners' unsold stocks of salmon took another drop during May, At the month's end, 
but 13,500 cases remained, 


The Gulf and South Atlantic shrimp pack jumped during May to 33,571 standard cases-- 
543 percent above the same month last year, Seasonal pack, however--July 1, 1941 to May 30, 
1942--was still 11 percent under that of the same period the previous season, Majority of 


the packers were not quoting prices on June l, 


Tuna pack for April was 30 percent under the same month last year; mackerel, through 
April, showed a total pack of 107,435 cases, 
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RECEIPTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS AT NEW YORK, 1941 
By 
Wm, H, Dumont 
Associate Fishery Marketing Specialist 
New York, N. Y, 
U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


The total receipts for 1941 by the dealers in New York City's wholesale salt-water 
market in ve Fulton Market area amounted to 237,051,443 pounds, an increase of only 1 percent 
over 1940. From the following table, it may be observed that salt-water fish receipts 
account for over two-thirds of the total receipts, and showed an increase of 1 percent, 
Shellfish which make up for the most of the balance, dropped in quantity to such a slight 
percent when compared with 1940 as to be insignificant, Although the Fulton Market dealers 


handle a few species of fresh-water fish, the total quantity account for less than 1 percent 
of the total volume, 














Receipts by es of Fish -- 1941 and 1 
tone ae td ae a Total 
los. | % Lbs. | & Lbs. b4 Lbs. © 
1941 166,763,987 | 70 42,323 | * 69,858,133 | 30 237,051,443 | 100 
1940 164,866,084 | 70 361,283 | * 69,875,576 | 30 235,102,943 | 100 
Change from 1940 # 1,897,903 | A #68,040 | #19 - 17,443 | * # 1,948,500 | #1 


























‘Less than 4 of 1 percent. 


During 1941, detailed statistics were tabulated on the quantities of all species that 


were received in amounts of over 500 pounds, 


fications, 


These were made up of 8/4, salt-water species, 
6 fresh-water species, and 25 shellfish and miscellaneous items, or a total of 115 classi- 


shipped from some other State or Province than that in which it was caught, 
made from 31 States, Alaska, 6 Canadian Provinces and Newfoundland, 





A large number of these varieties were also received frozen, and may have been 


Shipments were 























Receipts by Methods of Transportation -- 1941 
Truck Express Freight Landings Total 
Item of % of % of % of ao 
tk Total Exp Total Frt Total Lam Total 

Classifications Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
All 148,179,874 100 62) 14,416,553 100 6 \44,252,061 100 19/30, 202,955 100 13 | 237,051,443 100 
Sal t-Water | 89,277,481 60 54) 9,217,531 64 5 [39,249,912 89 24/29,019,063 9617 | 166,763,987 70 
Fresh-Water =| 63,124 * 15 60,548 2 & 561 * 1 - - - es 1“ 
Shellfish, etc.| 58,839,269 40 4) 4,838,474 34 7] 4,996,498 11 7/ 1,183,892 4 2] 69,858,133 30 





*Less than oa of 1 percent. 


As indicated, motor trucks transport the greater percentage of fishery products to the 


New York market: 


in 1941 they hauled 42 percent, as compared with 61 percent in 1940, 
express handled 6 percent of the total, both in 1940 and 1941, 


Rail 


The rail freight receipts, 


which include some shipments by freight boat from New Jersey, showed a small decrease in 
1941--19 percent, as compared with 20 percent for 1940. 


Landings by fishing vessels at New York City decreased nearly one million pounds during 
19,1, although the percentage of the total, in round figures, is the same as the previous 


year, 


The three leading species received fresh were the same as in 1940: yellowtail flounder, 


hard clams (gross weight), 
million pounds each, 


pounds each: 


Only four species had réc 
haddock; shrimp; blackbacks, or winter flounders; and shell oysters, 


and cod were received and sold in quantities greater than 20 
eipts which ranged between 10 and 15 million 


Mackerel 


was included in 1940, but shipments of this species were around only nine million in 1941. 
Scup (porgy), butterfish, whiting, and lobsters followed, with quantities for each over 


five million 
1941. 


pounds, 





Vy The receipts on the fresh-water market, 
and thus are not included in this report. 





These 12 species accounted for 61 percent of the total receipts for 


located mainly in Peck Slip, were not recorded and tabulated, 
They are estimated to be around % million pounds a year. 
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Tabulation of imports was discontinued during the past year on account of war restric- 
tions, The trend during the first few months for which data were collected, however, had 
shown a large decrease, 


Comparison of the monthly arrivals showed that receipts were heaviest during April 
(22,493,375 pounds), October, and May, in that order, The lowest quantity--17 ,831,102 pounds-- 
was recorded for February, with November, second from the bottom, 


The following table is a monthly index of certain leading fighery products for the 194] 
New York market, % indicetes the month of greatest abundance and the relation of the other 
months to it, 


Monthly Index of Receipts of Certain Fishery Products at the Wholesale Market in New York, 1941 
(Expressed for each item in percentages of its greatest monthly volume. ) 















































Iten Largest Percen s of largest month's receipts 
12 months month Jan Fe r un Jul Ang ct Nov Dec|Avg 
~~ SALT-WATER FISH Pounds Pounds 
Bluefish 1,024, 7 183,905 | 7l 15 13 | 49 3 23 |:26 52 531100 60 83) 46 
Boni to Ley 628,1 sie « 1 100 | 6G 32 66) 68 oe 4 
Butterfish ea 84 952,393} 32 33 417 2 100 | 84 68 76) 47 73 58 
L tp 2,924,740 | 55 73 = 91 58 | 43 40 rz 52 52 49) & 
Croeker 2.902, 9a| 481,570) 24 17 58 a 57 100 62) 37 15} 47 
Flounders: 
Blackbacks | 12,445,593 415; 14 8 18] & 100 99] 6 44 52] 61 63 46 52 
luke | 2,545,352 O44 100 53 | 31 31 24 15 27 33 23 6 2) 3% 
Sole, gray | 1,041,133 213,24 7l 97 }100 6&4 67] 71 7 52 54 63] 72 
Sole, lemon 14 »980 2991433 57 22 36] 54100 8] 31 42 GO| 32 19 40) 48 
Yellowtail | 31,616,596) 4,185,926|100 88 92] 72 4 23 | 40 50 z 2 76 de 
Haddock | 13,685,978) 1,622,150 a 84 | 70 75 100 50} 70 
Hake 1,306,592} 198,463] 16 10 10] 2 67 2] 86 93 93/100 76 50] 5 
Halibut | 3,462,130 oo. > 6 5167 1001 & 74 92) 4 Ye 
Halibut, frozen | 2,097,144 353,014; 81 6 68] 39 10 - - 28 14] 82 9% 100] 59 
Herring, sea (sardine) 1,238,451 Bo, a 38 a 4 5 2 91 51 48 31 44 80 100 35! 54 
Mackerel 9,105,957 1.738. 1. * «930 g4s300< be n 69) 66 28 19] 44 
Mackerel, frozen | 2,345,783 4 100 68 72] 34 5116 14 37] 20 36 40 
Pollock 3,406,104 éo3" a 42 33 Ala 32 30] 30 37 57] 77 & 100| 45 
Salmon: 
King 983, 644 360,228] - ¢ ©} 16 3 100] $1.37 22). 11 “2 Se 
Silver 756,825, 296,055; - - -[- * 17] 42 53100] 33 10 - | % 
Silver, frozen 982,713}  216,100}100 60 -| 27 - - | = 19 14| 38 33 Bla 
Scup (porgy) 8, 261,539] 1,102, ez ° 2 5h 44] 75 90100} & 8 95) 44 OD 917 
Sea bass | 2.422.774) 361.265 ik 58 551 6 79100] 84 58 52] 43 18 2B z 
Sea trout, gray 2,147,845) 646,956 4 2] 6100 36] 58 35 36] 37 12 6 
Shad | 4,444,539 2, 663,048 | 1 3 114100 48 4 ne ee ¢ | 8° 3 
Smelt 1,113,10 279,379| 47 68100] 51 © - - - 6] 2 43 6 44 
Smelt, frozen | 2,288,678 722,327/100 8 36] 4 4 2} 3 4n 6 18 4 
Spanish mackerel 1,146,616] 396,154 | 44 58 19115 - -]- - *] 5 48100} 3% 
Thimble-eyed mackerel | 1,038,775 516, 850 | - - °* 21), 4.24 2110 3.0 
Whi ting | 6,966,400 778,518 | 36 41 42] 42 98 98] 99 92 741/100 90 82 
Total, all salt-water fish 166,763,987|17,332,691| 71 72 821100 93 &| 74 75 &| 81 70 75) & 
Fresh-water fish: Total | 429,323 83,537| 6 55 674100 30 14] 10 7 2| 43 36 59} 42 
SHELLFISH, ETC. 
Clams, hard 24,675,760 2,321,200} 83 86 96] 8 87 87] 93100 95] 95 72 &4| & 
Clams, soft 1,612,800 178,605} 66 8 731 67 73 63] 70 B 761100 78 74 B 
Crab meat 794,771 101,787} 48 33 42] 58 90100] 94 61] 67 56 50 
Crabs, hard 1,165,575) 171,150) 48 31 37] 47 19 69} 61 55 91] 79100 44 57 
Crabs, soft 755,076 309,978 Ccmy (®t 7100 52] 2% 33 17 5 ©» Sige 
Lobsters 5,080,555 950» 868} 51 51 52] 71 100 94] 95 96 83] 78 67 8&4] 77 
Mussels 2, 269,685 3,050} 46 3 60} 74 78 82] 83100 82] 73 ye 64] 73 
Oysters, shell | 10,514,250 5 075; 91 83 837 63 3 -f - - & bs ; 
Oysters, shucked | 1,323,739 565| 72 63 721 43 * -|] - - 56] 88 & 100 
Sea Scallops 3488: 438,246) 43 35 46] 57 77 89] 78 80100] & 42 44 63 
Shrimp 13,485,699) 2,152,350} 49 34 13] 28 52 52] 53 53 67]100 63 61) 52 
— frozen } 2. _ | 349.469 44 233 - 27, 17 2 20 4 16] 10 7 24| 27 
404,509|_ 4 9 15] 14 100 56] 17 16 4] 2% 16 12 
Total, all shellfish, te BT +133| 7+053,917| 70 70 71] 0 72 OO] 6) 70 OF SE 
Grand total, 1941 | 237-051.443|22,493,375| 81 79 88]100 97 88] 8 & 95| 97 80 87] B 














* Less than 4 of one percent. 


y Includes large, steak and market cod. 


0-0-0 
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REVIEW OF THE 1941 SEASON AT SEATTLE 


By 
V. J, Samson 
Assistant Fishery Marketing Specialist 
Seattle, Washington 


U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


The 1941 season in the commercial fisheries of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska was 
characterized as one of the most prosperous years to date for nearly all members of the 
industry, including fishermen producers, wholesalers, manufacturers, and packers of fishery 
products, The year established many new production records, and was accompanied with ex- 
ceptionally favorable marketing conditions which found the consuming trade eager to absorb 
fishery products of all kinds at substantially increased prices, 


The following production records were established during 1941: 


Columbia River September Salmon Catch,--During the period of September 10th to 20th, 
all catch records on the Columbia River were broken, Over eight million pounds of chinook 
salmon were taken, principally by gill nets, This was approximately 80 percent of a normal 
chinook salmon catch for an entire year, and represents 4 48 percent increase over the Sep- 
tember, 1940 previous high catch, and 248 percent increase when compared with September, 
1939, &@ more nearly normal year, 





Columbia River Salmon Pack,--The 1941 pack of canned Columbia River salmon was the 
greatest since 1927, indicating a 32 percent increase over 1940, and approximately 50 percent 
over the average of recent years, The large September run of chinook salmon contributed to 
a big percentage of this increase, . The 1941 pack of chum salmon was the largest since 1927; 
and the blueback, or sockeye, pack has been exceeded only twice before, in 40 years, 





Record Pack of Alaska Pink and Coho Salmon,--The 1941 pack of 4,654,783 cases of pink 
salmon, and 359,980 cases of silver or coho salmon broke all existing records for these 
species in the history of Alaska salmon canning since records were first kept in 1879. ‘The 
total Alaska pack of 6,932,040 cases exceeded the 1940 pack by 37 percent, and was the third 
largest pack on record, although the pack of Alaska reds during 1941 was about 40 percent 
below the average of recent comparable years, 











Record British Columbia Salmon Pack,--The 19/1 pack of 2,248,870 cases of canned salmon 
in British Columbia set a new record in B, C, salmon canning industry, since records were 
first kept in 1910, The previous high salmon pack was reported in 1930 when the pack totaled 
2,221,800 cases, Record packs of coho and chum salmon, and an increased pack of sockeye 
salmon accounted for the 1941 record breaking pack, The Fraser River run of sockeyes was 
especially encouraging; and the pack of this species, totaling 455,296 cases, exceeded every 
yeer since 1913 with the exception of 1930. In view of the war time need for canned salmon 
by Great Britain, the 1941 record pack was most satisfactory, 








Canned Salmon Prices Advance in 1941,--Increased packing costs and purchase by the 
Government of a large part of the pack, contributed to the highest selling prices of canned 
salmon in many years, The Government purchased 45 percent of the Alaska red pack, all of 
the coho talls, 450,000 cases of pink salmon, and 100,000 cases of tall chums, of the 1941 
pack, Since the domestic market was deprived of considerable salmon, and since there was 
very little carryover of the 1940 pack, canned salmon prices naturally increased, Most 
notable was the advance in prices of Alaska reds and cohos, which increased over 40 percent 
late in 1941, as compared with the 1940 quotations late in the year, 





Comparative prices for the more important can sizes were notedas follows on November lst; 





1941 1940 % of 
Species Can Size Per Dozen Per Dozen Increase 
Alaska Red l-lbd, tall $3.50-3.70 $2.50 40+ 
Coho and Medium Red l-lb, tall 2.50 1.90 30+ 
l-lb, flat 3.00 2.10 L,0+ 
$-lb, flat 1.75 1,25-1.30 35+ 
Chum or Fall 1-lb, tall 1.70 1.25-1.30 30+ 
Pink l-1b, tall 1.75 1.40 25 
$-1lb, flat 1.90-2.00 1.50 30 
Puget Sound Sockeye l-lb, flat 4.25 3.50-3.65 15+ 
$-lb, flat 2.50 2.10-2,25 15+ 
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Puget Sound Salmon Pack,--The 1941 salmon season in Puget Sound was quite successful, 
although the pack of 155,000 ceases of pink salmon was the lowest on record for a cycle year, 
An improved run of sockeye, coho, and chum salmon, accompanied with high prices to the 
fishermen for these species, contributed to the success of the season, Fishermen received 
14 cents per pound for sockeyes, 10 cents for cohos, and 6% cents for chum salmon, which 
set record prices for these species taken for canning, 








Development of the Soupfin Shark Fishery,--The latter part of 1941 witnessed one of 
the most remarkable and rapid developments of any commercial fishery in the Pacific North- 
west, When the vitamin-A oil market soared in September, buyers of the high vitamin soup- 
fin shark livers offered fabulous prices to the fishermen for them, Prices for livers landed 
in Oregon and Washington rose from about $1.00 per pound in August, to $3.25 in September, 
and a record price of $9.00 per pound late in October, Dogfish liver prices also advanced 
fram eight cents to 50 cents per pound during the same period, In November, the vitamin-A 
market weakened; shark liver prices declined as low as $5.00 per pound at the end of the 
year, while dogfish liver prices decreased to 30 cents per pound late in December, Shark 
liver prices during 1941 averaged the fishermen $5.72 per pound for soupfin, and 26 cents 
for dogfish livers, as compared with an average of 74, cents, and six cents per pound, re- 
spectively, paid during 1940. 





Production of shark livers in Washington and Oregon during 1941 approximated $1,500,000 
in value to the fishermen, and was exceeded.only by the halibut and salmon fisheries in 
importance of the commercial fisheries of the Pacific Northwest, 


1941 Halibut Season,--The 1941 Pacific Coast halibut season, also, was one of the most 
successful on record from the standpoint of production and prices, The quota was set at 
49,000,000 pounds--an increase of 1,000,000 pounds in area 3, with the area 2 quota remaining 
the same, 





Favorable fishing conditions, an increase in the fleet, and firm market prices accounted 
for the shortest halibut season on record, Area 2 was closed on June 30th; the quota in 
area 3 was also taken in record time, the season closing on September 14th, 


Fishermen's average prices for halibut were well ahead of 1940, and were the highest 
since 1929. At Seattle, halibut prices averaged the fishermen 11,8 cents per pound, 4&s com- 
pared with 10,3 cents in 1940, 8.7 cents in 1939, and a low 4,8 cents in 1932, for halibut 
sold over the Seattle Fish Exchange, 


Cooperative Marketing of Halibut Fleet Fish Livers.--During 1941, the Seattle halibut 


fleet made a radical departure from previous years practice of contracting with a pharma- 
ceutical firm for the sale of fish livers at a set price, Prior to the opening of the 1941 
halibut season on April 1, price negotiations with various firms resulted in disappointing 
offers, with only 35 cents per pound offered for the fleet's halibut livers, as compared 
with 50 cents received during the 1940 season, As a result of these low bids, the fleet 
owners and fishermen decided to market their livers through a cooperative pool, with an 
oil extraction plant in Seattle producing and selling the oil at a set price and commission 
for these services, The cooperative venture appeared quite successful, and resulted in 
fishermen's returns of 57 cents per pound for halibut livers, $1.30 for lingcod livers, 
and 95 cents for sablefish livers, This compared with prices of 50, 40, and 35 cents, re- 
spectively, paid the fishermen during 1940. 





0-0-0 
NEW PRICES ON FISH LIVER OILS? 


Producers and concentrators of fish liver oils met inSan Francisco on June 22 to discuss 
prices of vitamin-A oils, according to a recent Office of Price Administration release, 


Vitamin-A oils had previously been subject to the provisions of Revised Price Schedule 
No, 53, covering a wide variety of fats and oils, Although no information as to the out- 
come of this conference had come through when this was written, a report by a representative 
of the Division of Fishery Industries present at the meeting will be carried next month, 
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NOTES ON THE MENHADEN FLEET 


Annually productive of well over a half a billion pounds, the menhaden fishery accounts 
for about one-cighth of the total United States and Alaska catch, and itself ranks second 
among American fisheries in volume, Used mainly today in the manufacture of meals, oils, 
and fertilizer, the value of the194,0 catch to fishermen wes $2,21/4,000--about the same as in 
1880 ($2,034,641). 


The menhaden fishery is an old one, prosecuted at the eastern end of Long Island, at 
least, as far back as 1793, It did not come into appreciation until the early 1880's, how- 
ever; and for 30 years before that it was fished most heavily for mackerel bait, and for 
oil and fertilizer, but was considered of little commercial value, "A few millions were 
taken every year in Massachusetts Bay, Long Island Sound, and the inlets of New Jersey," 
according to the older authorities, In 1877, "not less than 80,000 barrels were used for 
bait", 


Between 1850, when its value for oil was first discovered, and the Civil War period, 
the price for this oil rose from $1ll a barrel to $1.40 a gallon, In 1874, much of the so- 
called "whale oil" of commerce was actually menhaden oil, It was used largely in leather- 
tanning operations, especially in Russia, and was sold in eight grades running from "select 
light" to "bleached", 


The total gross tonnage of the menhaden fleet is about 14,000 tons with the average 
vessel registered at 135 gross tons, The range, however, is from Delaware's little 8-ton 
Medric to that State's Pelican, of 384 tons, 


The average age of the vessels in the fleet is27 years, which gives1915 as the "average 
year built" figure, The bulk of the fleet, however, was actually built in the second and 
third decades of this century, 


Most interesting, is the extreme age of many of the vessels, Veteran of the fleet 
is the 58-ton Joseph H, Davis, for instance, which fishes largely in Virginian waters, It 
was put into operation in 1876 and still is active today, 66 years later, Three others were 
built in 1877, and two in 1879. These six, then, were actually fishing in the pre-purse- 
seine, pre-motor-powered period, All together, 14 vessels of this fleet were built before 
1900. In contrast are the dozen or so menhaden purse-seiners, of modern construction, built 
since 1938. 





RECENT W, P, B, ORDERS 


According to Tin Conservation Order M-81, these fishery products may be packed in tin: 
salmon, sardines, tuna and tuna-like fish, mackerel, alewives (including alewife roe), fish 


# 


flakes (but dried fish flakes not to be packed), and crab, These items may be packed with- 
out any restrictions on the amount of tin or number of containers required, except within 
the restrictions appearing with each product, 


"Secondary Products" are qualified thus: All quantity limitations relating to size 
of pack refer to the entire year commencing January 1, 1942. Such quantity limitations 
refer to the amount of tinplate used in packing rather than to the amount of product packed, 
The quantity limits relate only to the pack permitted for civilian consumption, To the 
extent of additional requirements by the Army, Navy, Lend-Lease or other U, S, Government 
Agency, such pack may be increased (see Conservation Orders M-86 and Supplementary Order 
M-8 6a). 


These Secondary Products are as follows: 


Shad; clams, mussels (whole and minced); oysters; shrimp--100 percent of 1940 pack, 
Under the heading "Refrigeration shipments, fresh," are grouped oysters, shrimps, clams, 
scallops, crabs--only when shucked, and packed in one-pound, one-gallon or larger cans-- 
100 percent of 1940 pack; and fish fillets--in 20-pound or larger cans--100 percent of the 
1941 pack, 
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On May 26, War Production Board's Order M-86-b ordered canners to set aside for the 
Government their entire 1942 packs of salmon, sardines, mackerel, and Atlantic herring, 


The order supplements M-86 and M-84-a, previously issued, which required canners to set 
aside certain percentages of their 1942 pack of fruits and vegetables, 


The new order does not mean, however, that none of the 1942 pack of fish covered will 
be available for civilians, Because of uncertainty as to the supply and demand, it was 
thought best to require that the entire pack of these fish be reserved, If the full supply 
is not needed for military and Lend-Lease requirements, it can be released for civilian 
consumption, 


As of May 25, according to the May 25 issue of the Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter, Order 
M-63 has been broadened to bring other commodities under in import ort control, These now include 
cod and codliver oil, shark and sharkliver oil, whale oil, crude and refined sperm oil, 
Under this order, any person--except Government agencies or their authorized representatives-- 
is prohibited from making arrengements for importing these commodities except under contracts 
existing at the effective date of that order, Imports made under such contracts must not 
be sold or transferred beyond a place of initial storage, except to a Government agency, 
under an existing contract, or by special authorization fram the Director of Industry Oper- 
ations, 


Sperm oil was placed under complete allocation control by amendment #1 to Order M-10 
which completely replaced the previous order issued October 16, 1941, 


"The difficulty in operating whaling boats has made drastic conservation of sperm oil 
necessary," says the Reporter, The most important use for sperm oil in war production is as 
a lubricant for breaking in motors, It is also used as 4 lubricant for making machine tools, 
for rifling guns, in tanning leather, and as a finishing agent in textile manufacture, 

"The order provides thatall users must file monthly on Form PD-481, requests for alloca- 
tion of sperm oil for the following month, These requests need not be filed for use of 
the oil from May 16 to June 1; for permission to import sperm oil into the United States; 
or pursuant to Army, Navy, and Maritime Commission contracts, 
1s who, on May 31, 1942, had a thousand pounds or more of sperm oil in in- 
ventory, port on Form PD-482 by June 15, Importers must inform the W.P.B., by letter, 
within 10 days after an importation reaches this country, giving all pertinent details, 
Special restrictions are placed upon the use of sperm oil in the prod»-tion of lubricating 
oils and greases," 





INCREASED SHRIMP FILL DISCUSSED 


As the result of a public hearing called June 10, by the Food and Drug Administration 
of the Federal Security Agency, regulations maybe promulgated fixing and establishing stand- 
ards of fill of nontransparent containers for canned wet and dry pack shrimp, 


The suggested regulation up for discussion was in part, as follows: 


"The standard of fill of nontransparent containers for canned wet pack shrimp is a fill 
such that the total weight of drained shrimp is not less than 64 percent, and for canned 
dry pack shrimp is a fill such that the total weight of drained shrimp is not less than 60 
percent, of the water capacity of the container, as determined by the general method for 
water capacity of containers,...." 


"If canned wet pack shrimp or canned dry pack shrimp, in nontransparent containers, 
falls below the standard of fill of container prescribed, the label shall bear the general 
statement of substandard fill....." 


If these regulations should become effective, in the case of No, l cans, the drained 
weight of the wet pack of shrimp will equal 7 as compared with the present 5: ounces; while 
the dry pack must contain 6,5 as compared with the present 5 ounces, Increases in the fill 
of other size cans would be in these proportions, It will be noted that this would be an 
increase of about 25 percent more shrimp in quantity in the same sized cans, 
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FISHERY HISTORY REPEATED 


The stimulus provided by war has again caused history--in the American fisheries--to 
repeat itself, 


For example, in 1917 and 1918, the landings of fresh fish by fishing vessels at Boston 
and Gloucester average 8 percent greater than the average landings during the previous five 
years; for pack of canned salmon the average was 37 percent greater; for canned tuna, 77 
percent greater; for Alaska cured herring, seven times greater; and for California sardines, 
the pack in 1917 and 1918 averaged seventeen times greater than the average for the previous 
five years, 


For home consumption and for increased needs abroad, the fisheries and the industry 
responded, The situation demanded, and it was met, That was in 1917 and 1918, The situation 
in 1940 and 1941 is similar, and it was also met, 


The total United States and Alaska catch in 1941, for example, topped the previous 
5-year average by 10 percent; for, based on estimates which will prove to be little in error, 
4,850,000,000 pounds of fish were produced, as against about 4,389,000,000 for the average 
in the previous five years, 


Broken down for comparison, it is found that the '4] salmon pack was 1l percent greater 
than the average for the previous five years; the California sardine pack 96 percent, and the 
Maine, 104, percent, greater; and the crab pack, 110 percent greater than the 5-year average. 


In addition, the over-all production of frozen fish and shellfish was 35 percent better; 
the landings of rosefish at Portland (Me,), Boston and Gloucester (Mass,), 98 percent, and 
the total landings at these three ports up 21 percent over the previous 5-year average, 


THE EFFECT OF HEAT AND MOISTURE ON THE FEEDING VALUE OF PILCHARD MEAL 


The fish meals produced today have in general proved to be excellent sources of protein 
for the balancing of farm-animal rations, according to Fish and Wildlife Service's Research 
E No, 3, by William B, Lanham, Jr,, Chemist, and Hugo W, Nilson, Pharmacologist, at the 
Division of Fishery Industries Technological Laboratory, College Park, Maryland, Some potential 
users, however, have refrained fran feeding these products because of reports implying that 


$4 


fish meals, when fed to farm animals and poultry, have caused symptoms of toxicity, 





It was considered possible that the meals suspected of producing toxic symptoms may 
have been subjected to conditions after manufacture that had altered them in an unsatisfactory 
manner, Therefore, the effect of excessive heat and humidity to simulate extremely un- 
satisfactory storage conditions was studied with pilchard meal, 


Pilchard meal was incorporated in otherwise purified diets containing as mich as 25 
percent of protein; of which more than 95 percent had been derived from pilchard meal, When 
these diets were fed to rats and chicks it was found that the excess heat and high humidity 
had not adversely altered the nutritive value of the meal, This indicates that fish meals 
can be used liberally in farm-animal rations as a source of minerals and superior protein, 
provided ordinary care is used to balance properly the ration for the other essential food 
elements, 


Fish and Wildlife Service Research Report No, 3, "The Effect of Heat and Moisture on 
the Feeding Value of Pilchard Meal", may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D, C., for 5 cents, 





ALGIN AND GELATIN STUDIES 


Algin, a salt of alginic acid extracted from kelp, and gelatin, produced from animal 
bones and skins, are usedas stabilizing agents in the manufacture of ice cream and in certain 
other food products, 


Studies at the Technological Laboratory of the Division of Fishery Industries at College 
Park (Md,) were conducted with growing male rats over a period of 10 weeks to determine 
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the nutritive effects of the vegetable gum of algin and the protein of gelatizx, The results 
are published in Research Report No, 4: Metabolism Studies with Algin and Gelatin, by Hugo 
W, Nilson, Pharmacologist, and J. M, Lemon, Technologist, 





The apparent digestibility of algin varied directly with the level fed, Algin was 
utilized efficiently after absorption, Gelatin was highly digested irrespective of the 
level fed, but more food was required per unit increase in live weight, Although some of 
the rats were continued on a low level diet until dead, and some of these lived over two 
years, no characteristic symptoms were noted that could be attributed to acute or chronic 
toxicity, Both algin and gelatin were found to be wholesome foods, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


During the week ended June 13, the Bureau of Labor Statistics' comprehensive index of 
nearly 900 wholesale price series fell slightly, With a decline of 0.3 percent for the 
week, it dropped to 98.4 percent of the 1926 average--the lowest level since mid-April, 
but still 13.5 percent above a year ago, This marks the fifth consecutive steady week since 
the effective date of the General Maximum Price Regulation, and the first extended pause in 
the price advance since October 1941. 


The foods group index declined 0,2 percent during the week; but in the past four weeks, 
average prices for foods in primary markets rose 1,3 percent--over 20 percent above mid- 
June of 1941, Between June 7, 1941, and June 6, 1942, average prices for the 144 foods 
included in the index advanced 22,3 percent, 


In 51 cities the average retail price of a l-pound tall can of pink salmon on May 12 
was 21.8 cents, 29.8 percent above the comparable date last year, and 0.9 percent above 
mid-April, The average retail price for red salmon was 40 cents per l-pound tall can, 44.9 
percent more than in mid-May 1941, and an advance of 0.8 percent over last month, 


The family food bill rose 1,7 percent between mid-April and mid-May with retail food 
costs for May 12, 1942, 19.1 percent higher than the same date a year ago, The principal 
increases were reported for fresh fruits, eggs, butter, lamb, poultry, and fresh fish. Con- 
trolled foods declined on the average of 1,1 percent from May 15 to June 2; uncontrolled 
prices averaged 2,4, percent higher for these items, 


NEW ENGLAND VESSEL LANDINGS 39 PERCENT BELOW LAST YEAR 


Landings by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Mass,, and Portland, 
Maine, during April totaled 39,924,586 pounds, valued at $1,695,084--an increase of 8 percent 
in volume, but a decrease of 8 percent in value, as compared with the previous month, In 
875 trips, the 234 vessels of 5 net tons or over which operated during the month were absent 
from port 3,990 days. Of the total fares, 26,375,443 pounds, valued at $1,276,499 were 
landed at Boston; 11,298,240 pounds, valued at $336,140 at Gloucester; and 2,250,903 pounds, 
valued at $82,445 at Portland, 


Although the April receipts of rosefish decreased over 2,000,000 pounds as compared with 
March, landings of haddock increased 3,420,000 pounds, and gains were also noted in the 
deliveries of cod, pollock, wolffish, and scallops, As a result of reduced landings in 
each of the first four months of 1942, except March, the receipts during this four-month 
period show a decline of 39 percent as compared with the corresponding period in 1941. 


The over-all weighted average price per pound for the April landings averaged 4,25 
cents as compared with 4,97 cents during March, while that for the four months of 1942 was 
4.60 cents as compared to 3,39 for the same period last year, 
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Landings by Fishing Vessels at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Me. 























Species April Merch April Tour months ending with-- 
: 1942 1942 1941 _April 1942 April 1941 
Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents* Pounds Cents® Pounds Cents® 
Cod 8,970,151 4.54 8,514,485 4-96 11,026,652 2.39 17,484,636 4-90 6,457 3 
Haddock 17,627,436 4.98 14, a ie eal 15,331,265 3.19 3 tor 622 5.62 eo be 
Hake 132,213 4.22 6.22 131,889 3.34 272,402 5.2 655, 3. 3 
Pollock 1,911,017 3.70 a. oc 5. B 1,539, 2.09 2,825,592 4.17 6,133,606 2.77 
Cusik 190,525 4-12 376,131 4.69 272, 2.55 656 4: 1,517,228 3.50 
Halibut 62,497 19.2 47,539 20.60 120,36712.99 110,036 19. 310,931 15.52 
Mackerel 44,900 9.00 - - ~ - 44,900 9.00 11.99 
Flounderss 
Gray sole 315,265 4-2. 567,990 5-55 556,875 3.96 oo 35 $32 2,132,449 4.62 
Lenon sole 187,345 . 99,130 12.09 eae Me 286,475 223 371,957 10.% 
Yellowtail ils 2. 369,614 4.24 389,355 2.03 1,026,019 1,459, 2.06 
Blackback »25 3.57 53.37 7-02 45,795 4.11 "142, 660 5. i 203,120 5.75 
Dab 21,025 2.95 246,03 4-82 226, 395 37 447. ie 796 2.79 
Other 620 4.19 ie 4. 1,410 2.74 ‘49 6,270 2.33 
Rosef ish 8,991,388 2.27 11,226, 2.92 12,526,530 1 ee 2, as’ af 3 33,952,578 2.3 
Thiting 32,232 3. 5 6.67 7.473 32, 33 12, 01 
Wolffish Po. 730 16 68, _ 5.52 23, pe 7a ae <o 410,7 03 
Scallops (meats) 94,882 28.79 33,520 35.92 182 17.59 402 30. 261,568 15.74 
Other 10,700 = 9.355 = ane s. 20,055 pre a, — 
Total 39,924,586 4.25 36,876,692 4.97 42,773,379 2.70 76,801,278 4.60 126,691,622 3.39 
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SHIPMENTS OF FLORIDA FISHERY PRODUCTS 


pounds of fresh and frozen fishery products from areas 
according to the Jacksonville Market News 


and shipped by 
,,000 pounds for March 19/2, 


West Coast of the State and 


total fresh mullet truck 


most of it destined for Georgia 
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arket), ranked third, 

n tal truck shipments, 1,171,000 pounds went to Georgia; 153,000 pounds to New 
2 inds went to South Carolina; and 165,000 were for home consumption, 
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ANALYSIS OF RECENT LANDINGS AT BOSTON FISH PIER 

) March,--An average price of $5.84 per hundred pounds was paid for the 23,622,000 pounds 
3 


of fish landed 








during March, 


figures show an increase in volume of 16,184,000 pounds, 


but a decrease of $1.81 
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per hundredweight, compared to the previous month (both factors due, of course, to the tie- 
up of vessels during February), according to the Boston Fishery Market News office, 


When compared with the total catch for the corresponding period in 1941, the figures 
for March indicate a decrease of 2,901,000 pounds in volume, The average price for March 
1941, however, of $3.82 per hundredweight, was $2.02 lower than for March of this year, 


The March 1942 catch, which was the result of the 419 trips to inshore and offshore 
banks, was worth about $1,380,000 to the fishermen, During the same period in 1941, the 
catch--landed in 500 trips--was worth $367,000 less, however, or about $1,013,149, 


In 219 trips, offshore vessels brought in 21,481,000 pounds of the total at an average 
price of $5.94 per hundredweight, Inshore craft, in 200 trips, landed abcut 2,141,000 pounds 
bringing $4.84 for an average, 


April.--An average price of $4.85 per hundred pounds was paid for the 27,396,000 pounds 
of fish and shellfish landed during April, 


These figures show an increase in volume of 3,775,000 pounds, but a decrease in average 
price of $0.99 per hundredweight, compared with the previous month, 


When compared with the total catch for the corresponding period in 1941, the figures 
for April indicate a decrease of 1,254,000 pounds in volume, The average price for April 
1941, however, of $2.98 per hundredweight, was $1.87 lower than for April of this year, 


The April 1942 catch, which was the result of 355 trips to inshore and offshore banks, 
was worth about $1,328,000 to the fishermen, During the same period in 1941, the catch-- 
landed in 537 trips--was worth $474,000 less, however, vr about $854,000. 


In 219 trips, offshore vessels brought in 26,174,000 pounds of the total at an average 
price of $4.89 per hundredweight, Inshore craft, in 136 trips, landed about 1,223,000 pounds 
bringing $3.97 for an average. 


May.--An average price of $5.31 per hundred pounds was paid for the 24,981,000 pounds 
of fish and shellfish landed during May, 


These figures show a decrease in volume of 2,415,000 pounds, but an increase in average 
price of $0.46 per hundredweight, compared with the previous month, 


When compared with the total catch for the corresponding period in 1941, the figures 
for May indicate a decrease of 4,569,000 pounds in volume, The average price for May 1941, 
however, of $2.84 per hundredweight, was $2.47 lower than for May of this year, 


The May 1942 catch, which was the result of 344 trips to inshore and offshore banks, 
was worth about $1,328,000 to the fishermen, During the same period in 1941, the catch-- 
landed in 624 trips--was worth $488,000 less, however, or about $840,000. 


In 216 trips, offshore vessels brought in 23,605,000 pounds of the total at an average 
price of $5.34 per hundredweight, Inshore craft, in 128 trips, landed about 1,376,000pounds 
bringing $4.91 for an average. 


FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON 


Plans are under way for coordinating the collection of statistics of various types in 
the Pacific Coast Shark Fisheries, as conducted in Washington, Oregon and Califomia, The 
California Bureau of Commercial Fisheries has developed a plan to collect these statistics 
on fish tickets separate from those used in the collection of other statistical data, An 
attempt will be made to develop a method of compiling these shark statistics on 4 current 
basis, in order that more complete coverage of shark liver landings will be made available 
to our Market News Service for dissemination to the trade, 


In this respect the complete cooperation of the Oregon State Fish Commission has been 
obtained for the collection of these data on Oregon sherk landings, Another approach for 
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obtaining more complete coverage of California shark receipts has been made by requesting 
such data from a newly formed organization of California fish liver firms, the Vitamin 0il 
oducts Institute of San Francisco, California, 





As a result of the two weeks delay in the opening of the194,2 season, landings of halibut 
by United States and Canadian vessels during April totaled approximately 2,380,000 pounds 
as compared with 7,363,000 pounds during the same month of 191,l--a decrease of 68%--according 
to the Service's Seattle Market News office, 


Fresh halibut receipts at Seattle during May 1942 increased materially, however, and 
otal of approximately 3,865,000 pounds was reported which exceeded the month of May 1941 
r about 5 percent, 


Average prices paid the fishermen for halibut sold over the Seattle Fish Exchange have 
been higher this season than in any previous year since 1929, During May1942 average halibut 
prices at Seattle were approximately 5 to 6 cents more per pound than paid a year ago, 


bout May 15th, the members of the Seattle Halibut Fleet agreed to do away with the 
voluntary "layup"-.of eight days between trips for the area 3 vessels, This action was taken 
n compliance with the request of the United States Navy Department to do away with the 
ment program of area 3, Accordingly, area 3 halibut vessels made capacity deliveries 

iring the remainder of May, 


LANDINGS AT SEATTLE IN APRIL 


April, the United States halibut fleet landed 1,085,000 pounds of fishery pro- 
$157,000, at Seattle, as the result of 66 trips to North Pacific grounds, ac- 
3 Seattle Fishery Market News office, 


red with April 1941, whena total of 2,842,000 pounds was landed, valued at $304,000, 
igures represent 4 decrease in volume of 1,757,000 pounds, and a decrease in value 
. . The bulk of this decrease, both in catch and value is due, in part, to the 
t t halibut season opened April 15 instead of April 1, as in previous years, 


ies landed in April of this year included 713,000 pounds of halibut, valued at 
. 2,000 pounds of "lingcod", valued at $10,000; and 60,000 pounds of rockfishes, 
$3,800. In addition, there were 127,000 pounds of fish livers landed at Seattle 

> $35,000. 


months of 1942, vessels of the halibut fleet delivering their catch to 
,957,000 pounds of fishery products, valued at $1,333,000. For the same 
1, landings amounted to 3,710,000 pounds worth $367,000. Greatly increased 

current year accounted for the higher unit value of the 


livers during the 


llanecus local receipts, by Seattle wholesale dealers, exclusive of the halibut 

fish received from Alaska and Canada, totaled 1,483,000 pounds, valued at $166,000. 
th 1,751,000 pounds, valued at $142,000, received during April 1941, this re- 
lecrease of 15 percent in volume, and an increase of 17 percent in value, 


Pacif Yoast cold-storage figures for halibut and salmon as reported by 20 warehouses 

in Washington, Alaska, and British Columbia, indicate 2,407,000 pounds (as of the period 
from April 1 to 30) moved, and 1,810,000 pounds in holdings as of May 1, 

iditional receipts by Seattle wholesale dealers show a total, for fresh and frozen 

i shellfish, of 883,000 pounds for April 1942, as against 1,379,000 pounds in April 

ast year, a 36 percent decrease, Totals for the first four months of each year are at 
approximately 4,6 and 5,8 million pounds, for 1942 and 1941, respectively, 


CHICAGO WHOLESALE FISH MARKET RECEIPTS 


About 4,995,000 pounds of fresh and frozen fishery products were received during April, 
according to the Chicago Fishery Market News office, 
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Receipts of Fishery Products at Chicago 


s, Of the total April receipts, 3,304,000 pounds were fresh and 1,104,000 


were imported 


from Nova Scotia, which sent in 14/,,000 pounds, 





ozen--received in greatest abundance at the Chicago 
resh only) (688,000 pounds); smelt (596,000 pounds) 

pounds), Predominating salt-water species of fish 
pounds), Varieties of shellfish received included 
irimp; 45,000 pounds of frozen spiny lobster tails; 
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redominating salt-water species of fish were fresh and frozen halibut 
zen rosefish fillets (301,000 pounds), 

sh received included 640,000 pounds of fresh and frozen shrimp, 


spiny lobster tails, 


Receipts of Fishery Products at Chicago 














5 201942 
~~ VN i oe ome 
1942  Tprvidd2 Wey 10a 1942 1 za with : 
oe Kpr.1542 May 1 94 941 1942 —_ 1941 
fications Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds Percent Pounds 
fresh-water fish 2,575,000 = 22 + 5 3,304,000 2,449,000 15,577,000 = 5 16,401,000 
Salt-water fish 1,470,000 + 33 + 2 1,104,000 1,444,000 »042,000 ie 7.539.000 
748,000 +27 +18 587,000 912,000 34545.000 + § 3,378,000 
ripts 4,793,000 - 4 * 4,995,000 4,805,000 27,164,000 - 1 27,317,000 
09,000 + Ml + 9 148,000 192,000 1,052,000 +11 952,000 
3,000 - 15 -1) 688,000 653,000 2,474,000 3 2,454,000 
43 , 00 +231 +188 134,000 154,000 308,000 +0 é 
x +907 +22 63,000 567,000 3,276,000 + 5 3,129,000 
00  - 38 - 28 482,000 420,000 1,623,000 +10 1,469,000 
+ 49 -ll 429,000 717,000 2,246,000 +13 1,990,000 
10% + 2 - 4 385,000 510,000 24494.000 - 1 1,516,000 
00 at -4l 810,000 790,000 3,178,000 +10 2 B78: 000 
re - 30 +11 1,250,000 787,000 3,471,000 +28 2,715,000 
, + 39 +13 350,000 429,000 apa +3 768 000 
49 +15 939,000 64,000 34 000 - 7 3,745,000 
00 0:19 - 7 4,466,000 3,888,000 18,465,000 + 4 17. JO .000 
00% +120 + 27 529,000 918,000 8,699,000 -10 9,616,000 
- 3 - 5 2,640,000 2,125,000 10,647,000 * 10,636,000 
34 + 10 1,430,000 1,751,000 5. 773,000 » 9 5. ,000 
: - 8 924,000 929,000 10,744,000 * 10,795,000 
i shellfis 
oducts Increase 11 percent in Month Ending May 15 
jucts in domestic c torage plants on May 15, which 


percent above those for the previous month, according to 
tural Marketing Service of the Department of Agriculture, In 


increase of 30 percent and 37 percent over holdings on May 15, 
‘tively, Although stocks of many items decreased during 
in the holdings of croakers, cod, haddock and rosefish fillets, 


cured herring showed a substantial increase 
Nearly all items showed increases as compared 
r ith extremely large gains being reported 














sroakers, 
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Holdings of Fishery Products in the United States 








May 15 compared with 














May 15 Apr. 15 May 15 5 yr. av. 

— who | (er. 19 a 2 Sree 1ghe 1941 May 15 

1942 1941 May 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and shellfish: 
Total holdings 54,255,000 +11 +30 + 37 49,079,000 41,878,000 39,501,000 
Important items: 

Croakers 1,577,000 +73 + 97 +170 275,000 802,000 583 ,000 
Cod fillets 2,374,000 + 76 + 36 + 46 1,350,000 1,742,000 1,630,000 
Haddock fillets 5,713,000 + 39 + 78 + 69 %,114,000 3,218,000 %,387,000 
Pollock fillets 1,074,000 - 5 - 23 - 30 1,136,000 1,403,000 1,545,000 
Rosefish fillets 3,322,000 + 25 + 28 +194 2,656,000 2,591,000 1,130,000 
Halibut 2,959,000 + 20 - 40 - 206 2,456,000 4,945,000 3,978,000 
Mackerel $92,000 + 13 we = 35 786,000 74,000 1,376,000 
Sablefish 1,669,000 - 5 +104 +138 =1,759,000 $18,000 702,000 
Salmon 2,700,900 <= 32 + 13 + 30 %,967,000 2,381,000 2,073,000 
Smelt 1,481,000 + 2 - 22 +12 1,456,000 2,046,000 1,318,000 
Whiting 1,549,000 -19 + 28 - 36 1,920,000 1,206,000 2,420,000 
Blue pike & sauger 1,016 ,000 - 14 +111 nee | 1,181,000 481,000 837,000 
Lake herring 1.365000 <- 7 + 89 +105 1,464,000 724,000 666 ,000 
Whitefish 1,254,000 = 13 + 5 - & 1,439,000 1,189,000 1,303,000 

Shrimp 4,361,000 - 16 +213 * 5,188,000 1,395,000 * 

Cured fish: 

Herring, cured 13,766,000 +11 - 30 33 12,370,000 19,798,000 20,664,900 
Salmon, mild-cured 3,267,000 -17 +102 +12 3,958,000 1,617,000 2,904,000 





* Data not available. 


Freezings of Fish 


Products Show Large Increase in May 




















Freezings of fish and shellfish in United States and Alaskan cold-storage plants during 
the month ending May 15 amounted to 21,496,000 pounds, an increase of 107 percent as compared 
with the previous month, and 14 percent above the freezings for the same period last year, 
according to data furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service of the Department of Agri- 
culture, osefish, haddock and cod fillets, halibut, and croakers were the most important 
items frozen during the month, their combined production constituting 52 percent of the total, 

Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 
(Figures are for the month ending on the date indicated) 
May 15 compared with 
Item May 15 ae ey 15 5-yr.av. Apr. 15 May 15 5-yr. av. 
1942 1942 1941 May 15 1942 1941 May 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and shell- 

fish 21,496,900 +107 + 14 +44 10,375,000 18,910,000 14,904,000 
Important items: 

Croakers 1,313,000 +887 + 91 +214 133,000 686,000 418,900 
Cod fillets 1,145,000 +221 +136 + 4g 357,000 485,000 773,000 
Haddock fillets 3,541,000 + 33 + 52 + 73 2,672,000 2,326,000 2,048,000 
Pollock fillets 628,000 +274 + \y + 25 168,000 439,900 541,000 
Rosefish fillets 3,651,000 + 84 * +185 1,988,900 3,654,000 1,280,900 
Halibut 1,526,000 * + 52 - * 3,209,000 2,594,000 
Herring, sea 1,049,000 +506 - § + 32 173,000 1,094,000 793 ,000 
Scup 529 ,000 ° +515 +667 ° 86 ,000 69,900 
Shad and shad roe 687,000 +16 + 92 +119 39,000 357,000 314,000 
Smelt 542,000 +261 - 9 + 26 150,000 594,000 429,000 
Whiting 496,000 +141 ~ 28 + 33 206 ,000 688,000 372,000 
Shrim 855,000 + hi - 1 ° 608 ,000 862,000 : 





* Data not available. 

















FISHERY MARKET NEWS 


Boston Shows Seasonal Increase of Mackerel Holdings 


Holdings of fishery products in cold-storage warehouses in Boston amounted to 9,170,000 
pounds on May 27, according to the Service's Market News office of that city, Of this total 
haddock fillets represented 42 percent and cod fillets 15 percent, Mackerel with a total 
of 417,000, represented a 522 percent increase above the previous month but 4, percent below 
the holdings of a year ago, 


Holdings of whiting, except round fish and that held for animal food, amounted to 111,000 
pounds on May 23 in 15 warehouses in Maine and Massachusetts, This total was about 57,000 
pounds or better than double the previous week's holdings but 43,000 pounds below April 25, 


aYhse 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 





























Item May 27, 1942 __May 27 compared with _ apr. 29, 1942 May 28, 1941 
Apr. 29, 1942 May 28, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 9,170,000 + 31 >. 32 7,010,000 8,275,000 
Leading items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 1,337,000 + 87 + 12 715,000 1,191,000 
Haddock 3,815,000 + 31 + 9 2,912,000 2,555,000 
Rosefish 606 ,000 + 25 +154 4gh 000 239 ,000 
Mackerel 417,000 +522 - 4h 67,000 743 ,000 
Smelt 625,000 - 2h - 19 824,000 775,000 
Shrimp 200 ,000 - 4o +770 331,000 23 ,000 
New York Cold-storage Holdings Show Little Change in May 
Holdings in New York cold-storage warehouses were only slightly below the totals for 
April but substantially above the same period a year ago, according to the Service's local 
Market News office, Of the wide variety of species in storage only the stocks of whitefish 
i shrimp were more than 400,000 pounds, 
New York Cold-storage Holdings 
Item May 23, 1942 a ROSS Sar Avr. 30, 1942 May 29, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and oF, SR), eae * “Ree 
shellfish 5,874,000 - 3 + 20 6 ,026 ,000 4,904,000 
Leading items: 
Butterfish 350,000 - 9 + 88 385,000 186 ,000 
Mackerel 323,000 +176 + 34 117,000 241 ,000 
Salmon, king 
(chinook) 331,000 - 11 + 19 371,000 279,000 
Whitefish 441,000 - 34 - 3 666,000 454,000 
Shrimp 410,000 - 15 +561 480 ,000 62,000 





Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 33 percent Above 1941 


At the end of May, Chicago cold-storage warehouse noldings amounted to 4,630,000, accord- 
ing to the Chicago Fishery Market News office, This was 4 15 percent decline compared with 
the previous month, but an increase of 33 percent when compared with the same period in 
1941, In spite of curtailment of fishing activity in other partsof the country, the holdings 
of lake species, blue pike, and sauger, lake herring and whitefish show appreciable gains 
for the year, Slight seasonal declines are noticed when compared with the previous month, 
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Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 





May 28 compared with 























gu ‘ 
Item May 28, 1942 Tor. 30, 1942 May 28, 1901 Apr. 30, 1942 May 28, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 4,630,000 - 15 + 33 5,430,000 3,485,000 
Leading items: 
Blue vike and 
sauger 480 ,000 - 23 +121 625 ,000 217,000 
Lake herring 301 ,000 - 29 + 54 422,000 195,000 
Whitefish 328 ,000 - 10 + 37 432,000 284,000 
Halibut 268 ,000 - 51 -~ 16 550 ,000 319,000 
Shrim 511,000 - 7 +153 548,000 202,000 
Canadian Cold-storage Holdings Increase in May 
On June ] anadian cold-storage holdings of frozen fresh fish amounted to 17,272,000 
pounds, acc preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Items 
showing marked reases as compared to the same date the previous month, were whole cod, 
sea herring, and halibut Although holdings of halibut showed a large gain during May, 
stocks on June 1 were still far below those for the same date last year, Stocks of frozen 
smoked fish were up 15 percent a4s compared to April, due to large holdings of groundfish 
fillets, 
Canadian Cold-storage Holdings 
tr June 1, 1942 June 1 compared with May 1, 1942 June 1, 1941 





May 1, 1942 June 1, 1941 














Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Totel ‘ines 17,272,000 + 20 - 8 14,358,000 18,773,000 
Inmortant items 
Whole 558 ,000 + 29 + 4g 433,000 378,000 
Fillets 1,412,000 - 30 - 10 2,006 ,000 1,575,000 
1,551,000 anh » 9 1,648,000 1,702,000 
Sea herring 7,026 ,000 + 45 + 20 4, 44,000 5,876,000 
Halibut 2,106 ,000 +187 - 3 735,000 3,710,000 
Whitefis 352,000 = 2 - 45 459,000 637,000 
Pi “e] 396 ,000 - 35 - YY 609 ,000 707 ,000 
e 68° ,000 - 6 - 3 734,000 711,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Totel holdings 1,082,000 +15 - 58 943 ,000 2,548,000 
Imoc 4tems! 
Finnan haddie 77,000 - 40 - 75 128,000 309 ,000 
Witlete: Cot , haddock, etc #55 ,000 + Tey ~ 55 606 ,000 1,920,000 
Sea herring kivpers 119,000 - 21 - 32 151,000 174,000 
eezings of Fishery Products in Canada Show Large Increase in May 

re fishery products in Canada during May were 186 percent above totals 

for the and 11 percent over those on May 1941, according to preliminary data 

releas ion Bureau of Statistics, Large freezings of sea herring, salmon and 

halibut ac é * the increase over the previous month, Substantial decreases in the 

freezi important items of smoked fish resulted in a 9 percent decline in the 

total a these products as compared to April, However, as compared to May 1941, 





these items were up 


3 percent, 
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x Freezings of Fishery Products in Canadian Cold-storage Plants 




















a May _May compared with April May 
1942 Apr. 1942 May 1941 1942 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Total freezings 8,735,000 +186 +11 3,054,000 7,849,000 
Important items: 
Cod: 
Whole 168,000 + & - 9 161,000 185,000 
Fillets 1,501,000 - 28 + ob 2,095,000 1,206,000 
Haddock fillets 45,000 = 69 - 36 145,000 70 ,000 
Salmon 207 ,000 +696 + 26 26 ,000 164,000 
Sea herring 2,991,000 +255 - 18 111,000 3,648,000 
Halitut 2,011,000 +659 + 4 265,000 1,925,000 
Mackerel 165,000 + 5 i > 157,000 
Whitefish 12,000 +100 +1100 6 ,000 1,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total freezings 982,000 - 9 ee 1,085,000 955,000 
Important items: 
Finnan haddie 26 ,000 - 2 + 53 35,000 17,000 
Fillets: Cod, haddock, etc. 840,000 - 18 - 6 1,024,000 896 ,000 
Sea herring kipnvers 2,000 - & - 90 18,000 21,000 





* Data not available. 


CANNED FISH TRADE 
v.ws0ld Canned Salmon Stocks Take Further Drop 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon in canners! hands dropped still further at the end of 
May--13,500 below aven those of last month, according to the report of the Association of 
Pacific Fisheries, As compared with a l0O-year average of about 1,700,000 cases usually 
unsold at this time, packers now hold only 23,500 cases, 


Canned Salmon Unsold--Standard Cases 











Item May 31, 1942 April 30, 1942 May 31, 1941 
Chinook or king 2,431 8,739 35 5937 
Puget Sound Sockeye 7,741 8,775 4,425 
Alaska red 1,061 857 31,542 
Coho, silver, and medium red 367* 1,231* 21 ,533 
Pink 8,777 11,591 34,288 
Chum 2,672 3,365 4,747 
Blueback 5 1,615 355 
Steelhead L146 893 3,038 
Total 23,500 37,066 135 ,865 





*Does not include coho talls, 


Canning of Shrimp Increases in May 


During May, canners in the Gulf and South Atlantic States who operate under the Seafood 
Inspection Service of the United States Food and Drug Administration canned 33,571 standard 
cases of shrimp, according to the Service's New Orleans office, In the same month last 
year the production of canned shrimp amounted to only 5,224 cases, The total pack of shrimp 
during the season from July 1, 1941 to May 30, 1942 totaled 810,596 cases--a decline of 
ll percent as compared with the production during the same period the previous season, 
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Wet and Dry Pack Shrimp in all Sizes in Tin and Glass--Standard Cases 
MONT SH S EAs ON 
1942 1942 1941 1941-1942 1940-1941 5-yr, average 
Apr,26-May 30 Apr.l-Apr,25 Apr.27-May 31 July l-May 30 July l-May 31 July 1-May 31 

















33,571 28 ,202 5 22h 810,596 914,722 1,020,995 





Because of the small pack, the majority of the packers were not quoting prices on June l, 
Quotations reported to the Service's office for canned shrimp in the usual wholesale quantities 
in plain No, 1, standard tins, f,o.b., point of production follow, 


Canned Shrimp Prices--Per Dozen Tins 








Item June 1, 1942 May 1, 1942 June 1, 1941 
WET PACK 

Small $2.10-2.20, few 2.05 $2,10-2,25 $1. 20-1.35 

Medium 2.25-2.30 2.25-2.40 1,251, 50 

Large 2.35-2.40, few 2,50 2.40-2. 60 1,35-1.55, few 1.85 

Jumbo or Extra Large 2.50-2.60, few 2.75 2.50-2.75 1,40-1.60, few 2,00 
DRY PACK 

Small $2.20 $2.20-2.25 $1. 20-1,35 

Medium 2.30 2.30-2.40 1,25-1.50 

Large 2.40 2.40-2.60 1,35-1.55, few 1,85 

Jumbo or Extra Large 2.50 2.50-2.75 1,40-1.60, few 2,00 








California Packers Can 32,481 Cases of Tuna in April 


A report from the California Division of Fish and Game shows that 154,668 cases of 
tuna were canned in that state in the first four months of 1942. This was considerably 
less than the pack of 491,897 cases put up in the corresponding period last year, During 
April, only 32,481 cases were canned--a decline of 30 percent as compared with the same 
month last year, Of the total pack during the first four months of the year 135,599 cases 
were canned at San Diego and 19,069 cases at San Pedro. 


The pack of canned mackerel for the first four months of 1942 totaled 107,435 cases, 
The season is about at an end and only 930 cases were canned during the month as compared 


with over 28,000 the previous month, 


California Pack of Tuna and Mackerel--Standard Cases2/ 
































April March April Four mos, ending with April 
one 19442 1942 1941 1942 1941 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tuna: 
Albacore 31 56 - 399 3,049 
Bonito 105 1,031 60 by Lud? 7,641 
Bluefin 43 - - 43 - 
Striped 2,600 6,888 12,702 16,463 75,123 
Yellowfin 23, 64,6 35,381 121,116 115,892 340,354 
Yellowtail 1,625 1,496 1,214 4,079 5 Oba 
Flekes L, 5431 1,808 12,716 13 345 51,636 
Tonno style - - 4,376 -- 8,450 
Total 32,481 4,6, 660 152,184 154,668 491,897 
Mackerel 930 28 , 665 ~ 107,345 177 ,926 





1/ Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 148 7-ounce cans, while those of mackerel re- 
present cases of 48 l-pound cans, 
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FOREIGN FISHERY TRADE 
Iceland's Fish Production 


In Iceland, during 1941, there was a slight rise in the production of all fish except 
herring, as compared with 1940. The production of fish other than herring was as follows: 











Kind 1940 1941 
ae Metric tons Metric tons 
DOO0. TiGiinn coe 0460004004060 <aneas tee ae 99 ,000 119,000 
PURGE t1lha's 0 0:6 «6 ach ase 4teeeue ble ance aaa 2,400 2,900 
PILUGG. TAM. ca becde so'epee pon tae bndesGnkts pean 53,574 61,600 
FUOOOE TIGR c us.000ss c00 000s ceevesendtveueen 16,419 11,638 
Total 171,393 195,138 





There have been no significant changes in the manner of preparation, although the pro- 
portion of iced fish increased from 57.8 percent to 61 percent and the proportion of frozen 
fish dropped from 9,3 to 6 percent, This is a continuation of a tendency apparent since 
the Continental market was shutoff and the British market became paramount, (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 9, 1942) 





Newfoundland Fishery Outlook Occasioning Anxiety 


Business interests are concerned over the fisheries outlook, The prevalence of con- 
struction work for an indefinite period, with steady wages, has proved more attractive than 
the uncertainties and hazards of fishing, and it is very difficult to find men to man the 


Snips 


Fish stocks have been disposed of except those reserved for the Puerto Rican and West 
markets which move on a monthly basis, Portuguese interests have endeavored to obtain 
I 3 of salt cod and are willing to pay higher than current prices, but the 

has refused to relinquish reserved stocks, 





An increased market in the United States for Newfoundland herring has been created by 
nt customs decision of the United States Treasury reclassifying herring milt and 
cents a pound to 10 percent ad valorem, These products are used to make & sauce 
The new herring factory at Bay of Islands has been completed and is handling 














pwards ~ 500 berrels each 24-hour period, This factory, opened in the middle of March, 
3 since been operating at capacity, (Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 23, 1942) 
Newfoundland's Codfish Business 
According to the Foreign Commerce Weekly for June 13, the unrevised estimated catch 
ifish salted in Newfoundland for the 1941 season, compared with the revised estimated 
at for the 1940 season, is as follows: 
Item 1940 1941 
Quintals* Quintals* 
Deep-sea LASHELY....secerereccceces obsess cossccccceceses 200,277 165 ,000 
Inshore S1GhSTYss) 6vss care vavelcsedacaes bacmas psec iene ae, Ue see 500 ,000 
labrador CLMNOTY. 666 «cde samen et Set. wcuenesee 1 een oer 182,000 
Total. wcccccccecccsecce 604,65 9.0 oe eb 4 ake mh ee ee 84,7 ,000 


pounds 
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Britain Tries "De-Tinning" Old Cans 
Possibilities for recovering 4 potential 2,000 tons of tin yearly from tin cans--pro- 
vided the need for tin is sufficiently urgent and assistance is given in furnishing an ade- 
quate supply of cans--are discussed in an article appearing in the British press, 


De-tinning is carried on in England by electro-chemical processes using caustic soda 
as the electrolyte, tin being recovered in the form of sodium stannate, Economical de- 
tinning depends upon price paid for the old cans, cost of transportation, and price received 
for the resulting steel scrap, 


Uneconomical in normal times, recovery of tin from old tin cans could be attempted 
only in highly populated areas where there is a steady source of supply, it is stated, As 
ironmasters are able to pay higher prices for tin cans than detinners, some provision would 
need to be made for the acquisition of the cans, For de-tinning, cans should be delivered 
free from dirt and uncrushed, 


While old tin cans have been de-tinned in London and to 4 limited extent in several 
other parts of the country, the tin cans usually go to blast furnaces, With tin recovery 
from old cans ranging from = to 1 percent, costs at present exceed the value of tin re- 
covered, (Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 9, 1942) 





Conditions in Scotland 


The Commercial Intelligence Journal (May 30, 1942) reports: 





"The Ministry of Fisheries are still considering the reorganization of the whole trade, 
but are to receive from the industry their plans for concentration and amalgamation, which 
would effect reductions in staffs and expenses of firms engaged in the purchasing branch 
of the industry, The reduced number of firms would be rationed for supplies by the Local 
Buying Committees, and would be assigned districts for the sale of their products, The 
object is to ensure to the general public regular and equitable supplies of fish, If some 
plan cannot be agreed upon, it is likely that the Government will take over complete control 
of the industry," 


Canadians Study Vitamin-A Oils 


Four progress reports of separate vitamin-A investigations being conducted at the Pacific 
Fisheries Experimental Station, Prince Rupert, B, C,, are contained in publication No, 50 
(December 1941) of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada, 


These are entitled, respectively, "Some Factors In Vitamin-A Production;" "Preparation 
of Vitamin-A for Absorption;" "The Preparation of Vitamin-A Oils from Dogfish Livers;" and 
"A Note on the Fluorescent Analysis of Vitamin-A," 


Other reports on herring are included, on "Some Natural Enemies of the Clam in British 
Columbia," and the second part of a study on the thawing of fish--especially relating to 
salmon and halibut, 


War Insurance on Fishermen's Lives 


Commercial fishermen can now obtain insurance policies against loss of life or bodily 
injury, due to enemy action, for trips ranging fram one to four months, and in amounts ranging 
from $1,000 to $5,000 per man, says the War Shipping Administration, Applications for policies 
should be made to the Director of Wartime Insurance, Washington, D, C, 


For the present, premiums for inshore operations will be at the rate of 75 cents per 
month per $1,000, and for offshore operations $1.50 per $1,000, except in special cases, 


Estimates indicate that approximately 10,000 fishermen in all parts of the United States 
will be eligible for this protection, 





ete xs ok Ce, 
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Canada's proposed war risk insurance bill, incidentally, provides for compensation 
for war damage to property, covers fishing boats on inland waters or boats used in docks, 
ports, and rivers but excludes fishing boats on the coasts, According to a recent issue 
of the Commercial Fishermen's Weekly, however, "the danger to coast fishermen under present 
war conditions had been recognized by the government in that provision has been made for 
pensions to be payable to them, if they should be injured, or to their dependents should 
the fishermen lose their lives as a result of enemy action," 





Food Rationing in the United Kingdom 


Food rationing was introduced in the United Kingdom at a much earlier stage in this 
war than during the first Great War, according to the Commercial Intelligence Journal for 
June 13, The people accepted it as a necessary adjunct to a successful prosecution of the 
wer, and have at all times cooperated wholeheartedly, from the initial stages of simple 
allotment of relatively few products to the present almost all-embracing scheme, 





The civilian food rationing system at present in operation in the United Kingdom may 

be divided into three parts, First, the foods that are allotted weekly or monthly on a 

definite scale; second, the foods that are rationed on a method of personal choice but with 
a maximum total for the group, and, third, the unrationed foodstuffs, 

In the first group are includ 

or preserves, tea, sugar and, shor 

to 


ed milk, meat, bacon, eggs, cheese, butter, fats, jams 
; t 
constant but may vary from time 


ly, sweets, The quantities allowed have been fairly 
time in accordance with supply, 

The "Points Rationing' 
among them canned fish, At t 
va 


of four weeks, "Points" 1 


scheme embraces all foodstuffs included in the second group, 

she present time, each person is entitled to 24 points per period 

es on canned fish at present, are as follows: Salmon $'s flat 
‘ 


Sints per container); Grades 1 and 2, ~'s flat (10 points per container); Grade 3 (24 
ints per lb, net); Crayfish (24 points per lb, net); Sardines (3 to 8 points according 
size and grade); other canned fish (according to variety and size), 
The free group includes, among other items, fresh, salt and frozen fish, 
Price control has been rigidly applied to nearly all foodstuffs and is a vital part 
of the Government's policy to avoid inflation, Evasions of the controls are beingmet vigor- 


d 
ecutions and heavy fines, 





Eels Furnish Leather 


Shoes and purses are made from eelskins in a leather factory and tannery in Fredericia, 
enmar cording to a stor the June 6 issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly, 


ins a week, the factory is now working largely on straps for gas 
shows that the skins may be adapted to other uses, among which are 





are even being made on sewing thread produced from eelskins, but results 
1 announced, The factory, at present expanding, consumes more than 70,000 
week, supplied by fish dealers from all parts of this northern 


zi forces, 





kinds 





= aeiiods ‘tne aR nA “a te 
THANKS TO--AND FROM--THE Ee 


x 
2) 


rom retired fishermen, sea cap 
librarians, free-lancers, unions, outfitters, brokers, wholesalers and retailers has come 


tains and captains of industry to fisheries researchers, 
I t 
recent testimony regarding the value they put upon the Fishery Market News, 





rT, 


Those who do not value the publication make that quite clear by not resubscribing; 
those who do value it, and make use of it, are often kind enough to give us a pat on the 
back in passing, 
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For both frank reactions, we are appreciative: we know better how we stand, 


The occasion for these encomiums from our subscribers is, of course, the annual circu- 
lation of our mailing list required by law, It is a polite reminder that we are still on 
the job; and a request that, if they wish us to continue our services, they have only to 
indicate in the customary fashion--name, address, etc, 


There is permitted us, however, an opportunity to collect praise or dispraise, We 
check our subscriber, then have a look at the bottom of the blank under the item "Remarks", 


Plenty of times our subscribers are moved only to a phrase: "very pleased," "well,,,, 
edited,” "valuable publication," or a word: "interesting," "helpful," "instructive, "In 
such instances, we file the replies away as carefullyasif the writer had sent us a sheepskin 
diploma, "Well done,,.,.," by any other word or phrase, is just as well-meant and complete 
as "Merry Christmas"--and, properly delivered, who asks for a formal speech on that occasion? 


Appreciation does, however, move many to brief explanations, By no means all, but a 
few of these are culled from our files, This is done as 4 sort of annual wing-flapping- 
and-crow and, in turn, a show of appreciation on our part for the good will the industry 
bears toward us, 


"Useful in our library for reference and research purposes," Document Department, 
Northwestern University Library. 


"...we quite frequently refer to Fishery Market News for statistical purposes," Nakat 
Packing Corporation, Seattle, Wash, 





"Have made good use of your articles,.." H, H, Plagge; research investigator on frozen 
foods, 


"there is much valuable information contained in the publication," Board of Fish 
Commissioners (Pa, ) 


"., fishery Market News of great help to me," 0, L, Land; hotel supply buyer, 


"...very helpful and appreciate the service immensely," W, C, Hanson; fish meal, oil 
and vitamin oils, 


"This interesting, newsy publication is always carefully read as one means of keeping 
in touch with various aspects of the fishing industry, and eéch issue is carefully filed 
as a source of material in helping to prepare future articles," L, F, Robinson; writer, 


"Thanks for the News,,,keeping posted--where else could we get such regular infor- 
mation?" H, Grossman; importer, processor, 


"This report is vital for us," Hansen and Jansen Fish Company; wholesale dealer, 
",..bdecause of the Fishery Market News, have been able from time to time to publish 


articles that have been beneficial to commercial fishing and the industry, It is a very 
useful publication to me," J, G, Perkins, Editor, Port Isabel Pilot, 





"We find it of great interest and keep all copies on file for reference," Westerbeke 
Fishing Gear Company, 


"Used for forecasting and in write-ups on commodities," Babson's Statistical Organ- 
ization, Inc, 


"It is the best market news we receive," A, K, Christensen; Valentine Laboratories; 
vitamin oils, 


"The information supplied,..is very valuable for research and merchandising and,.. 
used continually by this company..." Jno, C., Wheeler; 40-Fathom Fish, Inc, 
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"The articles dealing with various phases of the fishery industries are of interest, 
as are the statistics given..." C, S, Brinton; U, S, Food and Drug Administration, 


"The Fishery Market News is one of the most informative and valuable publications I 
receive," E, P, Geiringer; buyer. 








".,.of great value to me as a hotel steward..." Wm, E, Hartman; Springfield, Mass, 


"We consider this publication educational to us who have just started in the selling 
of fresh frozen fish, and look forward to each issue," Mark McAleer; The Harding Co., freezer, 


",,.your publication has helped many of my union shops,,,carry it with me at all times 
while traveling in my territory..." L, E, Travers; hotel supply, trade union, retail dealer, 


"Your material is used in consumer releases to supplement releases on New Jersey farm 
products, Hope to do more with it," F, W, Jackson; Director of Information, New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture, 


"We use many of your articles in our library file, We often refer to these in the 
preparation of replies to correspondents from over 100 newspapers (combined circulation, 
3,000,000)." L., M, Dorsch; Newspaper Information Service, 


",., indispensible to the fisheries industry." Lyle Anderson; State Department of- 
ficial, Alaska, 


"Have found all your issues very interesting and helpful, particularly to the canned 
fish industry," A, G, Schoettel; canned seafood specialist, 


"Doing a nice job, We would be very pleased to have a visit with the Editor or any of 
his assistants!" J, E, Munson; Sea Coast Oyster Company, New Haven, Connecticut, 


"I find Fishery Market News a very valuable publication which is,,..much appreciated," 
E, Larum; dealer, importer, 





"The Fishery Market News is of much value to us," Red Lake (Minn,) Fisheries Company, 





"Your publications,,,especially valuable in this part of the country, and are very 
much used," Seattle Public Library, 


"Appreciate very much receiving the Fishery Market News as it is very instructive," 
Union Fishermen's Cooperative Pkg, Company, Astoria, Ore, 





"Your publication,,..is of great assistance in my work,,." Oliver Bright; Federal 
official, Regina, Sask,, Canada, 


"),.,your articles on fish oil very interesting; also looking for statistics whenever 
found," Armour and Company Library, Chicago, 


"Very instructive," Food Division, Boston Health Department, 
"IT much appreciate the review,.." J, M, Dalton; fishery union, 


"We find this information very useful and interesting," J, J, Hughes; Linen Thread 
Company, Inc, 


"I find some very interesting information in the Fishery Market News," Birger Magnuson; 
fisherman's assn, 


"The news is excellent," J, V, Skiff; New York State Conservation Department, 


"I get some good business information from the monthly review," F, B, Newell; Sunbeam 
Seafoods Company, 


The Editors 
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NEW PRIORITIES REQUIREMENTS SIMPLIFY PROCEDURE 


Requirements outlined in a circular letter addressed to Industrial Food Processorg 
by D, C, Townson, Chief of the Food Branch of the War Production Board, on June 18, 1942, 
promises to simplify priority procedures for persons or companies consuming more than $5,000 
worth of metals and other scarce materials used for repair, maintenance and operating supplies, 


Priorities Regulation No, 11 requires thet all PD-25-A forms must be filed by June 30, 
1942. Any company which was unable to file by that date mst addressa letter to the Director 
of Industry Operations, Attention: Mr, Pleasanton, Production Requirements Plan Branch, 
War Production Board, requesting an extension of time, 


The text of the letter follows: (Quote) 


This is to call your specific attention to Priorities Regulation No, 11, which provides 
for establishing definite quantitative limits to the acquisition of metals and other scarce 
materials by any person or company using more than $5,000 worth of metals, as shown on the 
Metals List, during any calendar quarter, This includes metal used for repair, maintenance 
and operating supplies, as well as material which is actually incorporated in manufactured 
products, 


All Food Processors who use, or anticipate using the above amount in any individual 
plant or department during any quarter must file Form PD-25-A, covering requirements for the 
third quarter of 1942. 


All Food Processors who use less than $5,000 worth of critical materials listed on the 
Metals List may obtain repair, maintenance and operating supplies under existing "P" Orders, 
or if the latter are not applicable to a particular industry, Form PD-l-A must be filed for 
materials needed, Although PD-25-A may appear formidable at first glance, a careful reading 
of the instructions will indicate that it is not unduly burdensome and will prove to be an 
instrument by which relief can be obtained in securing necessary critical materials for the 
continuous operation of essential plants, 


PD-25-A Forms are to be filled out in accordance with the standard instructions as 
revised May 9th, 1942, with the exceptions noted in the following: 


Section "B" 


Show shipments by products for the most recent three monthsfor which records are available 


(for example, March, April, May) as well as anticipated shipments for the third quarter (July, 
August, September), Columns 6, 7, 8, and 9 in Section "B" should be omitted, 
Section "Cc" 

Omit. 


Section "D" 


Part I may be omitted if shipments made on rated orders are not substantial, Part II 
should be filled out to show to whom the products in Section "B" were shipped, 


Section "E" 
Applicants are required to list the following: 


1, All materials shown on Metals List of Priority Regulation No, 11 in the order in 
which they appear on the list, using exactly the same description, If the sum total in 
dollars of Column 6 or Column 8 equals or exceeds $5,000, it becomes mandatory that the 
applicant file PD-25-A as stated above, 


2. All materials which appear on Materials List No, 1, excluding those which appear 
on the Metals List referred to in the preceding paragraph, again using the same descriptions 
as appear on the list and in the same order, All items appearing on Materials List No, 1 
or the Metals List carried in inventory must be reported whether or not an additional supply 
is needed for the current quarter 
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In Section "E", columns 4 and 5 should be omitted, 
Section "F" 

Report in dollars, boxes, containers and any other material (which is not listed on 
"E") which go out with the product, No maintenance, repair or operating supplies should 
be included in this section, Columns 4 and 5 of this section should be omitted, 
Section "G" 


Fill in column 9 only the dollar valuation of all repair, maintenance, and operating 
supplies which are not included in "E", 


Section "E" and "F" Supplement may be omitted, 

No capital equipment or material for addition or expansion of existing property can 
be included on this report, Such items must be applied for on PD-l-A, covering capital 
equipment, or Form PD-200 covering projects involving construction or plant additions, 

PD-25-A Forms may be obtained from your local War Production Board Field Office, or 
from the War Production Board of Washington, D, C, These forms should be filled out as 
promptly as possible and returned to the War Production Board, Washington, D, C,, Ref: Pro- 
duction Requirements Branch, 

0-0-0 
MAY LAND SHARK CATCHES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


The following statement was released in a recent issue of the Commercial Fishermen's 
Weekly by Major J, A, Motherwell, chief supervisor of fisheries: 





"Under order in council No, 8124 of October 22, 1941, United States fishing vessels 
engaged in halibut and blackcod operations, are permitted certain privileges in British 
Columbia ports, 


"My department now advises that there would seem to be no objection to allowing vessels 
licensed under authority of the above-mentioned order in council, to land incidental lingcod, 
grayfish and shark catches along with their halibut fares, 


"Should they discontinue operations in the halibut and blackcod fisheries, however, 
and operate essentially for lingcod, grayfish, or sharks, and desire special port privileges 
in connection with the latter, they will need coverage of a license authorized by order in 
council of March 17, 1942, PC 1183," 


THE COVER PAGE 


Steering straight to seathis mariner stands on the Fishermen's Memorial, at Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, He is the constant symbolic reminder to all, of the men who go down to the 
sea in ships--and never return, Gloucester has had her share of these; and, every spring, 
townspeople and fishermen alike, from this famed New England port, and 'round about, gather 
to witness the services, casting flowers into the harbor, in memory of those seafaring men 
who will came home no more, (12549) 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 
(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 
Item Month Latest month S#me@ month previous month 
a year ago 
FRESH FISH LANDINGS 

Boston, MOSS. J.ccescces caatun ten ooo April 26 ,375 28,054 2h, ,553 

Gloucester, Mass. ...... ade aehdn oes jis OO 11,298 11,509 10,447 

POUL, MEANO nc wccscescaas 400% ae do 2,251 3,210 1,877 

Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 

DiGi dtr aed cne'.caens idheade wees ees do 8,970 11,027 8,514 

ine 6.00.65 065400040 00060008-4 ee do 17,627 15,331 14,207 

Ii cicniinheien iectica te sinh tnaumeites on do 1,911 1,539 915 

TE canings obo hells atn auth bebe: Pee 8,991 12,527 11,227 
FISH RECEIPTS, cxtcacol/ 

ET -SEOR ccc cececeabsccaesuse do 1,104 1,198 1,619 

Frosh-weter fish........cccceccscceee do 3,304 3,411 3,763 

MOREE, WSC, coccnccosesecocepences do 587 298 737 

PUI OTE clo ce coctdchcodteoses ees do 2,640 2,487 2,373 

Se ig ap Se ae do 1,430 1,703 1,007 

8 RR ee Ae oe ener do 924, 718 2,739 

COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS< 
New York, N, Y,: 
ae 7 eee ©May 3,719 3,125 3493 
Fresh-water fish.......ccesccececes do 1,184 1,376 1,450 
ERE EM, OSSs vccctsesaeenwss dees do 971 1,03 1,083 
Boston, Mass,: 
eg Se a oe do 8,746 7,819 6,491 
Fresh-water fish,...... Peaide Sees ss do 6 13 7 
TS EE i re do 418 4,3 512 
Chicago, Ill,: 
Gadsowpter CIGD. 6 .66sccieisas dae dived do 1,405 1,205 1,723 
Pee. CLG. . 5 cis kd cclcdcbéde de do 2,278 1,708 2,780 
AEA, BER. vcore ccivicreice ste 5, eee 685 365 729 
RE OE ee do 262 207 198 
United States: 
OE EE ee ee Peo e do 2,374 1,741 1,350 
oe gt CST eee er) eee ee eee do 5,713 3,219 4,114 
RE a ictenebecshdabpedescecaeee do 25959 45493 2456 
Ee ee ee do 892 874, 786 
EE BER EOURs  icceccedesseeces do 1,074 1,407 1,136 
DE EESANOD, ocnccinvecdeetcene do 3,322 2,591 2,656 
Docc cccvsvadessebes peveueeb ees do 2,700 2,379 3,967 
NN... as ohn 6d ac kilen bie eee’ do 1,549 1,190 1,920 
DUN nc omuiea dws ecge olde Cer 0 etasas do 4361 1,395 5,188 
New England, all species........... do 12,619 9,937 9,296 
Middle Atlantic, all species....... do 12,584 8,698 10,934 
South Atlantic, all species........ do 3,393 2,935 2,008 
North Central East, all species,..,. do 11,763 7,752 12,163 
North Central West, all species.... do 2,368 1,744 2,700 
South Central, all species......... do 2,735 1,755 3,064 
PwoSTie , Gil -9760lOSs. oki. cccsccee do 8,794 8,613 8,393 

1/ Includes all arrivals as reported by express and rail terminals, and truck receipts as 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers, 

2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those for 
Boston which are for the last Wednesday of the month, and those for geographical areas 
and the total of the United States which are as of the 15th of the month, 

Note:--Data for the latest month are subject to revision, 
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SOURCES OF FEDERAL FISHERY STATISTICS 
Fish and Wildlife Service Reports 


Current Fishery Statistics: 

Landings at Important Fishing Ports.--Monthly and annual detailed data: Landings at Boston and 
Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Maine, by poundage and value, and catch by species, gear and 
bank; and receipts and landings at Seattle, Wash., and operations of Pacific Halibut Fleet. 

Freezings and Cold-storage Holdings of Fishery Products.--Monthly and annual data on fishery 
products frozen and held. 

Production of Manufactured Fishery Products.--Annual information on production of canned fishery 
products and byproducts; production of fresh and frozen packaged fish; summary of quantity and 
value of all manufactured fishery products; and preliminary statements on canned salmon and 
oyster packs and production of fresh-water mussel-shell products. 

Sectional Surveys.--Annual information on number of commercial fishermen; kind and quantity of 

- fishing gear operated; poundage and value of catch; employment in fishery wholesale and manu- 
facturing establishments; and data on the production of manufactured fishery products for: New 
England, Middle Atlantic, Chesapeake Bay, South Atlantic and Gulf, Pacific Coast and Lake 
States, and Alaska. 














Fishery Market News: 
Market News Reports.--Daily, monthly and annual mimeographed reports on production, movement, 
prices, storage and canning of fishery products from 6 field offices. 
Market News Review.--"Fishery Market News", a periodic current review of fishery marketing in- 
formation. 








Auwial Statstical Digest: 
Fishery Statistics of the United States.--Summary of Current Fishery Statistics, usually in 


greater detail. 





Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce Revorts 


Imports of Fish and Fish Products.--Monthly advance statement on poundage and value of imported 
edible fishery products by country of origin. 

Exports of Meat and Canned Fish.--Monthly advance statement on exports of canned salmon, sardines, 
shrimp, and other shellfish, to individual foreign countries. 

Monthly Summary of Foreign Commerce of the United States.--Report on total poundage and value of 
fishery products imported and exported. 

Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States.--Annual report on imports and exports with 
principal items shown separately. 














Bureau of the Census Reports 


Production, Consumption, and Stocks of Fats and Oils.--Quarterly statement on domestic produc- 
tion, imports, exports, and stocks of cod and cod-liver oil, whale oil, and other fish oils. 

Factory Consumption of Primary Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils, by Classes of Products.--Ad- 
vance annual report on poundage of marine-animal (whale oil) and fish oil utilized in mam- 
facture of various edible and industrial products. 

Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils.--Annual summary combining two reports above, plus compara- 
tive figures for preceding years. 

Quarterly Canned Foods Stock Report.--Information on canners and distributors stocks of canned 
salmon, sardines, and tuna. 














Bureau of Labor Statistics Reports 


Wholesale Prices.--June and December issues contain average monthly wholesale prices of canned 
pink and red salmon, pickled cod and herring, salt mackerel, and smoked salmon for each of 
the preceding six months. 

Retail Prices.--Monthly report containing retail prices of pink and red salmon. 





Tariff Commission Reports 


Periodic Reports.--Include studies on specific fisheries or fishery problems. 
-O-= 




















ABSTRACT 
OF 
ALASKA KING CRAB REPORT 


Between 1931 and 1940 the United States paid to Japan over twenty- 
seven million dollars for canned crab meat, For the latter five years of 
that decade, imports have accounted for 95 percent of our canned and over 
half our entire crab meat consumption--and to this must be coupled the 
fact that much of the Japanese pack was obtained from Alaskan waters, 

During 1940 and 1941 an extensive investigation was conducted to 
determine the practicability of American enterprise successfully engaging 
in this industry, Three fishing vessels and 4 floating cannery were 
employed and, during 10 months in the field, explored likely areas from 
Southeastern Alaska to within sight of Siberia, 


The results of the investigation establish the presence of a large 


crab population inBering Sea and amaller, but still commercially important, 


populations (1) in Pavlof and Canoe Bays on the scuth side of the Alaska 


Peninsula, (2) around Kodiak Island, and (3) in lower Cook Inlet, 


’ 
King crabs may be taken in commercial quantity by trawls, tangle 
useful in prospecting new 
re productive on established 

in small-scale operations, 


The male crabs are suitable for canning except near their moulting 


season, from December to Marct The best catches can be made in the 
spring and early fall; thus, thi ‘ishery may w upplement the estab- 


lished salmon industry, anning a product equal or superior to the best 


Japanese grade presents no serious technical problem, 


Alaskan waters hold an enormous reserve of edible fish--notably 


sole" and pollock--which is at present wholly unutilized, 


" 


With the field work finished, and the essential aspects 
of the investigation given the maximum attention permissible 
within the time allotted, this report has been completed and 
published as a supplement to the May issue of the Fishery 
Market News. Inquiry should be directed to Mr. R. H. Fiedler, 
Chief, Division of Fishery Industries, Room 232, Dupont Circle 
Bldg., U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C. 











